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Subserviance could not have taken a more obedient look.
Akbar was resolved to use force only as the last resort. Circum-
stances necessitated a policy of caution. Jalala's reappearance in
Kabulistan and continued phmderings by Abdullah Khan and his
son Munim Khan in Turan caused concern in Lahore. Akbar
moved quickly to restore order in what Badaouni called his unpro-
tected backyard, Qasim Khan was sent to Kabul to defuse a minor
revolt by the Raushanias, and Prince Daniyal was entrusted with
the more difficult task of scotching the Uzbeg menace in Qandhar.
Both these expeditions were successful in achieving their limited
objectives. Jalala took to the hills at the approach of Qasim Khan,,
and Daniyal gave a jolt to the prestige of Abdullah by capturing,
the comparatively fertile regions of Zamindawar and Garamsir.
The Uzbeg chief, however, continued to be a threat to Akbar
till his death in 1598. Towards the end of his life, he had the
audacity to ask for the hand of Akbar's daughter in marriage. The-
proposal was turned down with a show of contempt. The Emperor
asked Abul Fazl to tell the Khan firmly that his suggestion was a
piece of insolence that could in no way be entertained. Abul Fazl
wrote:
Matrimonial alliances are a means to develop friendships; they
should never be used as traps to obtain hostages. To His Majes
ty, his daughters are a sacred trust; they cannot be sent to the
enemy camp in the vain hope that by some quirk of fortune
the alliance may turn out to be a happy one. Uzbeg hostility to
the house of Timur is a fact of history that cannot be ignored.
In case the Khan contemplates a change of heart, the first step
would be for him to kiss the stirrup of the Emperor's glory*.
Thereafter the Benefactor of Humanity (Akbar) may in his wis-
dom consider the practicability of the proposal.
The insult sent Abdullah into a fit of rage that culminated in a
fierce Uzbeg assault on imperial territories around Kabul. Akbar
observed that the raid was "a small man's act of vengeance," and
ordered Qasim Khan to take suitable retaliatory action. The
counter-attack knocked out nearly two thousand men led by
Munim Khan, This was perhaps the last Uzbeg engagement with
Mughal troops before the death of Abdullah.
" Though the Deccan obsessed him. Akbar was unwilling to take